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546 Police stations 
POLOMKA, BRIAN 
BRlAN Polomka (1922-2003) was born in Melbourne, but 
moved to SA with his parents at the age of seven. At the age of 
13, he won a Port Adelaide Institute scholarship to the South 
Australian School of Mines (Adelaide) in drafting. A 'man of 
great charm and a restless intellect', he pursued a passionate 
career as an architect, activist and mayor. He found work as a 
junior draftsman with Berry & Gilbert in 1938, served in the 
Royal Australian Air Force during WWII as a test pilot, and 
then returned to the firm and completed architectural studies 
at the School of Mines (alongside John Chappel), eventually 
becoming a partner of Berry, Gilbert & Polomka in 1959. 
His aesthetically refined and modernist circular red~brick 
chapel (1962) for Woodlands School, Glenelg, SA, was his 
favourite design. The firm gained a series of important clients 
and commissions in the 1960s, including country and suburban 
branches for both the Savings Bank of SA and the State Bank 
of SA and, in Grenfell Street, Adelaide, the Royal Automobile 
Association building (1964) and the Australian Eagle Insurance 
building (1965), the latter in association with Melbourne 
architects Yuncken Freeman. The firm also undertook a 
series of significant works for the John Martins department 
store, including the car park building on North Terrace (with 
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Melbourne architects Bogle & Banfield), the John Martins 
store at Elizabeth, SA (1965, with Whitehead & Payne, 
Sydney). During the 1970s, they completed a series of country 
hospitals, including those at Naracoorte, Angaston, Maitland 
and Coober Pedy. His own house at Norwood, SA (1954- 64) is 
considered to be a key example of modern architecture in SA. 
As an activist he was concerned about insensitive 
development in Norwood, and as a City of Kensington & 
Norwood councillor (1972- 82), mayor (1981- 2) and alderman 
(1984- 8), he provoked a community rethink about local 
heritage, crafting the conservation of the streetscape of The 
Parade and the creation of the Norwood Mall; established 
the first development assessment panel in SA; and enabled 
a local mini-heritage study. Despite incurring the anger of 
many developers, he ensured the successful conservation of 
the character and heritage of the municipality. H e was active 
in promoting quality design using local television, lecturing at 
Further Education and local government events, assisting the 
maturation of the Civic Trust of SA, and was awarded an OAM 
(1992) for services to local government and architecture. 
The firm became Berry Polomka Riches & Gilbert in 
1981, before it was absorbed by Woodhead in 1986. 
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